Welcome Back to Your Future: The Assessment of Dementia by the Latent Variable "δ".
The latent variable "δ" (for "dementia") has been proposed as a phenotype for all cause dementia. δ is extracted from cognitive batteries by a specific confirmatory factor analysis in a structural equation modeling framework. δ appears to be uniquely responsible for cognition's association with functional status. Because it is extracted from Spearman's general intelligence factor "g", this has broad implications for dementia's assessment and pathophysiology. This issue of the Journal of Alzheimer's Disease brings together several demonstrations of δ's psychometric properties by investigative groups from three continents. In their aggregate, they suggest that δ homologs may have far ranging applications in dementia's clinical assessment and biomarker selection.